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and transferred to the Phoque, a faster and larger vessel*
Lieutenant Biseuil records that when the Admiral revealed
to officers and crew the purpose of the voyage, the 'boat
shook with enthusiastic cries of "Vive FEmpereur !"'
Admiral Febvxier Despointes writes : 4In the morning of
September 23rd, I perceived the heights of Hienghene, our
first sight of New Caledonia. I only passed by this place, and
went up inside the reef to Pouebo, where I knew I would
meet the Fathers of the French Mission. I set anchor there
that same evening and learned from Pere Rougeyron. of the
death of d'Amata.
'Following my instructions I assured myself that no
warship had visited these shores for a long time, and
"accordingly, although there was a French settlement at
Pouebo, I proceeded on September 24th to the harbour at
Balade, 8 miles away, where I dropped anchor the same
day. This was a most important site, since it had a con-
siderable settlement and because it was here that *he natives
had come most markedly under the benevolent influence of
our missionaries. Having been informed that the Constantine
and the Catinet (MontraveFs boats) had not arrived, and
convinced that no foreign flag waved on the island, I decided
to take possession of New Caledonia immediately on behalf of
and in the name of His Majesty the Emperor. Therefore,
I disembarked, and accompanied by my etat-major and an
armed detachment, I ordered that the French flag be hoisted.
This wras saluted with 21 cannon shots in the presence of
the Fathers of the Mission and of the main native chiefs of
the district...5
At least the first half cf the Admiral's instructions had
been carried out and it remained only to find a convenient
place where the second flag could be hoisted without inter-
ference, and the island would be secured for France.
The French missionaries advised the Admiral to go to He
des Pins, an isolated island off the extreme south of New
Caledonia. Another mission station had been, established
there, and according to the missionaries the natives were
peaceably inclined—and still more important, the chief was

